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Management and Economic Returns of Para Rubber Plantation by Farmers
in Mae Charim District of Nan Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study «)social and economic state of farmers in Mae
Charim District, Nan Province; 2) their management of para rubber production; () their cost in para
rubber production; +) the marketing state of para rubber; (s) their economic, social, and environmental
returns of para rubber production; and () the factors that the average affect productivity per rai and net
returns from para rubber plantation in Mae Charim District, Nan Province » their problems and
suggestions on para rubber production extension and development.

The data collecting process was interviewing 190 samples selected from farmers who were
registered as a farmer who had raised para rubber plantation in Mae Charim District, Nan Province.
The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were percentage, mean,
standard deviation, maximum value, and minimum value.

The findings of this study were as follows: () most of the studied farmers were male with
average age at 49.23 years. They were educated at primary level. The average period of their
experience in para rubber production was 6.24 years. The average quantity of their labor was 2.07
persons. The average area of their para rubber plantation was 13.54 Rai. Almost all of them were the
owner of the land which was used for growing para rubber plantation. The occupation of most of them
was mainly a farmer. Their average income obtaining from doing truck farming was 94,600 Baht/year,
while their average income obtaining from para rubber production was 11,100 Baht/year. (») the
purpose of most of the studied farmers in para rubber plantation raising was to have a heritage for their
children to get benefit in the long run. The area used for growing para rubber plantation was usually at
foothills and it used to be the area for truck farming. They grew additional para rubber trees aged 1
year along with other plants between their para rubber trees and raised animals in the same area during
the growth period of their para rubber trees, and applied chemical fertilizer to their para rubber trees.
The average of the area where the stem of para rubber trees could be split open to produce rubber was
8.37 Rai. The average production of their para rubber was 232.45 Kg/Rai. (3) their stable cost in raising
para rubber plantation was 3,440.08 Baht/Rai, while their variable cost was 5,411.11 Baht/Rai, and the
cost in raising other plants between their para rubber trees was 2,554.69 Baht/Rai. The cost in raising
para rubber trees was mostly the cost in buying para rubber tribes and fuel. (4 their para rubber would
be sold in the form of thick pieces. To sell their para rubber production suitably, the farmers had united
permanently with their farmer group, and they would sell their para rubber production through the
central bidding market. The average price of para rubber was 31.85 Baht/Kg. (s)considering the
economic returns of para rubber plantation raising, it was found that their net income was 659.13
Baht/Rai (their stable cost was calculated)and their income obtaining from selling other plants they
grew between their para rubber trees was 2,554.69 Baht/Rai. And () the studied farmers had problems
at a little level in the aspect of the para rubber production management, the production state, and the
marketing state. They suggested guidelines for the para rubber production extension and development
which was necessary at much level. They suggested that the farmers should have united in doing
business in their community, for example, uniting with each other in selling qualified para rubber to
have more power in bargaining with the merchants.

Keywords: Management of Para Rubber Plantation, Economic Returns, Nan Province
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